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We will be at all three of the main party conferences and we have a comprehensive programme of

fringe events, which can be found below (up to date as of 1 October). These listings will be updated
as we confirm speakers.

We hope to see as many people at our fringes as possible — for further information, please email

info@bnegroup.org.

Phillip Souta
Director, BNE
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Liberal Democrats
18 — 22 September, Liverpool

Britain, Europe and a changing global order: What do we want and how do we
achieve it?

Business for New Europe and CentreForum

Sunday, 19 September, 6pm
Conference Centre, Hall 11C, Liverpool

Panel discussion, followed by drinks reception

The rise of Brazil, India and China is an ever-present element of global politics. The
commercial and political challenges and opportunities posed by this reality are many,
and we shall be delving into them at this event. Jeremy Browne will give a keynote
speech on the subject of how Britain and Europe should respond to these changes in
the global order.

Speakers: Jeremy Browne MP, Minister of State for the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office
Lord William Wallace of Saltaire, Lord in Waiting and Professor Emeritus
of International Relations at the London School of Economics
Graham Watson MEP, Member of the European Parliament's Foreign
Affairs Committee and is Chairman of Parliament's Delegation for
relations with India

Chair: Julian Astle, Director of CentreForum

Sponsored by:

AVIV



Europe’s crisis: What role for Britain?
Business for New Europe and the Centre for European Reform

Monday, 20 September, 7.15 - 8.30am
ACC Liverpool, Hall 11A

Breakfast and panel discussion

Europe has suffered the worst financial and economic crisis at least since the oil
shocks of the 1970s. Some say that this is the worst crisis ever —in terms of the
figures involved, debt to GDP and deficits, and the fact that Europe is more politically
and economically interconnected now more than ever. The Eurozone has putin

pl ace a €440 billion speci al pur pose ve
defaults in Eurozone states. The UK has remained separate from that. The UK faces
a challenge - should it play a role in the crisis, and if so, what? Other non-Eurozone
members are helping, and the UK has been criticised for not joining them. Some
suggest this is damaging our influence in the EU, and that we should join the SPV.
We will be having this discussion at each of the three conferences and pooling the
outcomes into a report to be published on their conclusion.

Speakers: Andrew Duff MEP, Spokesman on Constitutional Affairs, Alliance of
Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
Rt. Hon. Michael Moore MP, Secretary of State for Scotland
lan Wright, Corporate Relations Director, Diageo PLC

Chair: Simon Tilford, Chief Economist of the CER

Sponsored by:

CLI FFORD
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Labou
26 - 30 September, Manchester

Europe’s crisis: What role for Britain?
Business for New Europe and the Centre for European Reform

Sunday, 26 September, 5.30pm
Manchester Central, Usdaw Marquee, Room 1

Panel discussion, followed by drinks reception.

Europe has suffered the worst financial and economic crisis at least since the oil
shocks of the 1970s. Some say that this is the worst crisis ever —in terms of the
figures involved, debt to GDP and deficits, and the fact that Europe is more politically
and economically interconnected now than ever. The Eurozone has put in place a
€440 billion speci al purpose vehicle wh
in Eurozone states. The UK has remained separate from that. The UK faces a
challenge - should it play a role in the crisis, and if so, what? Other non-Eurozone
members are helping, and the UK has been criticised for not joining them. Some
suggest this is damaging our influence in the EU, and that we should join the SPV.
We will be having this discussion at each of the three conferences and pooling the
outcomes into a report to be published on their conclusion.

Speakers: The Rt. Hon. Charles Clarke, former Secretary of State for Home Affairs
Richard Corbett, Cabinet of European Council President, Herman Van
Rompuy
Arlene McCarthy MEP, (Labour, North West of England) Vice Chair of the
European Parliament Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee
The Rt. Hon. Baroness Jan Royall, Labour leader in the House of Lords

Chair: Charles Grant, Director of CER

Sponsored by:

CLI FFORD
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What next for the progressive left at home, in Europe and globally?
Business for New Europe and IPPR

Tuesday, 28 September, 5.30pm
Manchester Central, Room Charter 7

Panel discussion, followed by drinks reception.

The centre-left faces the challenge of an electoral map of Europe currently bathed in

the blue of the centre-right. With the centre-ground in Britain being increasingly
defined as “progressive” by all three o
debate to be had about what that means on the different ends of the political

spectrum. This event will seek to focus on how the centre-left will intend to seize

that ground over the coming years.

Speakers: Rt. Hon. Alan Johnson MP, Shadow Home Secretary
Oona King, Candidate for London Mayor
Lisa Harker, Co-Director of IPPR
James Purnell, Head of the Open Left project at Demos
Roland Rudd, Chairman of BNE

Chair: Jackie Ashley, Columnist, the guardian
Sponsored by:
AVIV



Conservative
3 — 6 October, Birmingham

A debate on foreign policy: Is the Channel wider than the Atlantic
Business for New Europe, the Centre for European Reform and OpenEurope

Sunday, 3 October, 7.30pm
ICC, Hall 8A

Debate, followed by drinks reception

This debate will focusonthes eemi ngly decades ol d quest
interests are or should be more aligned with its European partners, or the USA, and

of course the extent to which (if at all) the two are incompatible. As the EU sets up

its foreign service—t he “&nr Bpeer nal -vithGathyRshtonser vi c e
High Representative, the EU is putting in place more powerful tools to ensure a more
joined-up EU foreign policy. The question however remains: is there sufficient

political will amongst member states to club together on issues like North Korea,

Iran, Kosovo and the Middle East, and use those mechanisms?

Speakers:  Carl Bildt, Foreign Secretary of Sweden
John Bruton, former Taoiseach of Ireland
The Rt. Hon. William Hague MP, Secretary of State for the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office
Vicky Ford MEP (Conservative, East of England)
Daniel Hannan MEP (Conservative, South East of England)

Chair: Gideon Rachman, Chief Foreign Affairs columnist for the Financial Times



Europe’s crisis: What role for Britain?
Business for New Europe and the Centre for European Reform

Monday, 4 October, 6 - 7.30pm
Copthorne Hotel Birmingham, Paradise Circle

Panel discussion, followed by drinks reception

Europe has suffered the worst financial and economic crisis at least since the oil
shocks of the 1970s. Some say that this is the worst crisis ever —in terms of the
figures involved, debt to GDP and deficits, and the fact that Europe is more politically
and economically interconnected now more than ever. The Eurozone has putin

pl ace a €440 billion speci al pur pose ve
defaults in Eurozone states. The UK has remained separate from that. The UK faces
a challenge - should it play a role in the crisis, and if so, what? Other non-Eurozone
members are helping, and the UK has been criticised for not joining them. Some
suggest this is damaging our influence in the EU, and that we should join the SPV.
We will be having this discussion at each of the three conferences and pooling the
outcomes into a report to be published on their conclusion.

Speakers:  Pierre Lellouche, French Europe Minister
Malcolm Harbour MEP for the West Midlands, Chair of the Committee
on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
David Lidington MP, Minister of State for Europe
Stuart Popham, Senior Partner, Clifford Chance LLP

Chair: Roland Rudd, Chairman of BNE

Sponsored by:

CLI FFORD
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“Europe: Changing the Terms of Debate — Is the ‘pro’ vs. ‘anti’ European opposition
out of date?”

Business for New Europe and ResPublica

Tuesday, 5 October, 5.15pm
ResPublica Marquee, ICC Birmingham

Panel discussion followed by reception

What does it mean to be pro or anti European? Talk to business leaders, and most
will say that this is an irrelevant distinction unless the question is whether you want
to stay a member of the European Union. All the mainstream political parties agree
that this is not a question —we are members, and we are going to stay members. Do
these terms continue to serve any useful purpose? Some would argue that it holds
back debate about what we really want to achieve as members of the EU, and how
we want to shape the Union. Others would argue that on the contrary, the
distinction is a valid one and speaks to the reality of the way many people in the UK
feel about Europe.

Speakers:  Phillip Blond, Director of ResPublica
The Rt. Hon. David Davis MP (Conservative, Haltemprice and Howden)
Malcolm Harbour MEP for the West Midlands, Chair of the Committee
on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
David Lidington MP, Minister of State for Europe
Phillip Souta, Director of BNE

Chair: James Crabtree, Managing Editor, Prospect Magazine

Sponsored by:

AVIVA
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